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Acguaint now thy ſelf with him, and be at Peace. 
f | | | | IN MIF43- £335 SD Ab ITT. 


H E exceeding Cortuption and; Folly of Man is 
in nothing more manifeſt, than in his Ayer{- 
neſs to entertain any Friendſhip or Familiarity 
with God; tho he was fram'd for. that very end, and 
endu'd with Faculties fitted to attain it; tho he | | 
and cannot but be ſenſible that he ſtands, in thEurmoſt 
want of it; tho he be invited, and encourag d to it, fre- 
quently, and earneſtly, by God himſelf; ãnd tho it he 
his Chief Honour, Advantage, and Happiness, as well 
as his Duty to comply with thoſe Invitations: © 
fn all Caſes, where the Body is affected with Pain, or 


ands, © 


Sickneſs, we are forward enough to look our for Reme- _ 


dies, to liſten grecdily to every one that ſuggeſts them, 
and upon the leaſt hopes of Succeſs, from the Reports. 
of others, immediately to apply them. And yer, not- 
withſtanding that we find and fot but Souls diforder'd 
and reſtleſs, toſꝰd and diſquieted by various Paſſions, di- 
ſtracted between contrary ends and intereſts, ever ſeeking 
Happineſs in the Enjoyments of this World, and ever 
miſting what they, ſeek; notwithſtanding that we are 
aſfur'd from other Mens Experience, and from our 
own. Inward Convictions, that the only way of re- 
gulating theſe Diſorders, is to call off our Minds 

om too cloſe an Attention to the things of Senſe, 
and to employ them often in a ſweet. Intercourſe. with. 
our. Maker, the Author of our Being, and Fountain 
of all our Eaſe and happineſs 5, yet are we ſtrangely back- 
ward to lay hold of this ſafe, this only Method of Cure: 


We go on ſtill nouriſhing the Diſtemper under which 


N and chooſe rather to feel the Pain, than to 
app 


Pply the Remedy. Excellent therefore was the Ad - 
| Vice of Eliphaz to Job, when in the midſt of his great 
Troubles and Preſſures, he thus beſpoke him, 4 = 


X. 


* 
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thy ſelf now with him ( i. e. with God) and be at Peace: 
Take this Opportunity of improving thy Acquaintance 
with God, to which he always, but now eſpecially invites 
thee ; Make the true uſe of thoſe Afflictions, which his 
Hand, mercifully ſeyere, hath been pleas d to lay upon 
thee ; and be led by the means of them, tho thou! haſt 
Endeavour'd to know and ſerve Him already, to 
;know.. and ſerve Him ſtill better ß to deſire, and 
Toys him more: Calm the Diſorders of thy Mind 

ks Paternal Goodneſs and Re: | | 


by Reflections on His '$ : 
derneſs : on the Wiſdom and Equity, and abſolute Re- 
ctitude of all his Proceedings: Comfort thy felf with 
ſuch Thoughts at all times, but chiefly at that time, 
when all Earthly Comforts fail thee ; Then do thou 
.particularly retreat, to theſe Conſiderations, and ſhel- 


\ 

f 
cer thy ſelf under them; —— Acquaint now thy ſelf with | f 
F 
"4 e Words, therefore, will ſuggeſt Matter not uhfit : 
for our Devout Meditation, under the Three following 
ö Heads; wherein I ſhall conſider, eie en " 
I., What this Scripture Phraſe of acquainting our ſelves | 3 
| 2th God implies, and wherein the Duty recommended 0 
1 


1 


hy ĩt particularly con ſiſts. 
II. How Rea | 
it is, as on many other Accounts, ſo eſpecially on th 
That it is the only true way towards attaining a perfect | f 
Tranquility and Reft of Mind. Acquaint 10 140 with | 1 
Sim, AND BE AT PEACE. Which will ead me 4 
enen, m the. - 1 
III. Place, That the moſt proper Seaſon for ſuch a 

Religious Exerciſe of our Thoughts ĩs, when any Trou- 57 
bIC, or Calamity oyertakes us, Acquaint thy ſelf now with t 


ſonable, Neceſſary and Deſirable 2 Duty 


&*® 


un. : . | f 44+, F _— 
I. We are to conſider, What this Scripture Phraſe of z 
Acquainting our ſelves with God, implies, and wherein]! 
the” Duty xecOmmenges, Lit, particularly conſiſts. 
The Phraſe it ſelf occurs, I think, no where elſe in Ho- . 
ly Writ; however, the true meaning. of it is yery Obvi. 


„ „„ „„ — 


We are prone by Nature to engage our ſelves in too 
cloſe and ſtri& an Acquaintance witk the things of this 
World, which immediately and ſtrongly ſtrike our Sen- 
ſes, with the Buſineſs, the Pleaſures, and the Amulſe- 
ments of it; we give our ſel ves up too greedily to the 
purſuit, and immerſe our ſelves tog deeply in the En- 
joyment of them; and contract at laſt ſuch an Intima- 
cy and Familiarity with them, a8 makes it difficult and 


irkſome for us to call off our Minds to a better Employ- 


ment, and to think iatenſely on any thing beſides them. 
To check and correct this ill bm hi rrequiſiethat 
we ſhould acquaint our ſelves with God; that we ſhould 
frequently diſingage our Hearts from Earthly Pur- 
ſuics, and fix them on Divine things; that we- ſhould 
Apply our ſelves to ſtudy the bleſſed Nature and 


Perfections of God, and to Precure Lively and vi- 


gorous Impreſſions of his perpetual Preſence with us, 


and Inſpection over us; that we ſhould contemplate 


earneſtly and reverently the Works of Nature and Grace; 
by which he manifeſts himſelf to us; the inſcrutable 
Ways of his Providence, and all the wonderful Methods 


of his dealing with the Sons of Men: That we ſhould 


inure our ſelyes to ſuch Thoughts, till they have word 
up our Souls into that filial Aweand Love of him; that 
humble and implicit Dependence upon him, which is 
the Root and Principle of all manner of Goodneſs, till 
we have made our Duty in this reſpect, our Pleaſure; 
and can addreſs our ſelves to him, on all Occaſions, with 
Readineſs and Delight; imparting all our Wants, and 
expreſſing all our Fears, and opening all our Griefs to 
him, with that holy Freedom and Confidence to which 
the Saints and true Servants of God are entitled, having 
received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby they cry, Abba Fa- 
ther ! Inthis Senſe ought weto 1 #27 our ſelves with God, 
to ſet bim always before us, as the Scripture cllewhere 
ſpeaks; to draw wear to bim, and to delight in approach» 


ing 7 lf ab an Rs 
ar this is only 4 general Account of what our A- 


A 3 qnaia- | 


= — — — ũ Roo — — — — 28 


quaint ince with God implies: It may be uſeful ro mention 
{ome Particulars alſo, herein it chiefly conſiſts; and 
to ſay ſomewhat diſtin&ly upon each of them. | 
la order to begin, and improve Human Friendſhips, 
| Five Things are principally requiſite; Knowledge, Acceſs, 
a Similitude of Manners, and entire Confidence, and Love: 
and by Theſe alfo the Divine Friendſhip, of which we 
are treating, mult be cemented, and apheld, _ 
The-firſt Step towards an acquaintance with God, is a 
| due Knowledge of him: I mean not a Speculative Know- 
ledge, built on abſtracted Reaſonings about his Nature 
and Eſſence; ſuch a Philoſophical Minds often buſie 
| themſelves in, without reaping from thence any advan- 
| tage towards regulating their Paſſions, or improving 
their Manners 1 I mean a Practical Knowledge of 


| thoſe Atteibutes of his, which invite us nearly to ap- 
proach him, and cloſely to unite our ſelves to him; a 
1 thorough Senſe, and Vital Experience of his Paternal 
Care over us, and Concern for us; of his unſpotted 
Holineſs, his inflexible Juſtice, his unerring Wiſdom, 
and his diffuſive Goodneſs; a Repreſentation of him to 
our ſelves, under thoſe affecting Caracters of a Creator 
and a Redeemer, an Obſerver, and a Pattern, a Law gi ver, 
and a Judge; which are apteſt to incline our Wills, 
_ andtoraiſe our Affections towards him, and either to 
awe, or-allure us into a ſtricter Performance of every | - 
Branch of our Duty. Theſe, and the like Moral, and | 
Relative Der fections of the Duty, are moſt neceſſary, 
and molt caſte to be underſtood by us ; upon the leaſt 
Reflection and Enquiry we cannot mils of them; tho? 
the oftncr, and more attentively we conſider them, the 
better, and more perfectly ſtill ſhall we know them. 
The Acquaintance, thus begun, cannot continue, 
without frequent Acceſs.to him; without ſeeking bi Face 
continually (as the good Plalmiſt's Phraſe is ) in all the 
Methods of Spiritual Addreſs; in Contemplation, and 
Prayer; in his Word, and in his Ordinances; in the 
Publick Service of the Sanctuary, and in the 1 vo 
| | evo- 
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Devotions of the Cloſet; and chiefly in the latter ß 
- | theſe, which are, on ſeveral accounts, moſt uſeful to- 

| wards promoting this holy Correſpondence; By theſe 
Means, and in theſe Duties, is he to he approach d, and 

| found; and, notwithſtanding our infinite Diſtance, will 
draw near to Them who thus draw near to Him, and ſhew: 
himſelf to be a God that is at Hand, and not afar af. 

But in vain ſhall we approach him, unleſs we endea= 
vour to be like him: A Winde of Nature and Man- 
ners ( in ſuch a degree as we are capable of) mult tie 
the holy knot, and rivet the Friendſhip between us. 
Whomſoever we delire to approve, we labour alſo to 
conform our ſelves to; to be net only almoſt, but altoge- - 
ther ſuch as they are, if it be poſſible; that fo They, ſeeing. 
Themſelves in Us, may like Us, for the ſake of Them- 
ſelves, and go our (as it were) to meet, and embrace 
their Own Image and Reſemblance. Would we then 
be admitted into an Acquaintance with God? Let us 
ſtudy to reſemble him: We muſt be partakers of a Di- 
vine Nature, in order to partake of this high Privilege 
and Alliance! For what Fellowſhip bath Righteouſneſs with © 
Unrighteouſneſs ? and what Communion hath Light with © 
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Darkneſs ? So: Won ( Rs 
Yet farther , One Eſſential Ingredient: in all true 
Friendſhips, is, affirm unſhaken . Reliance on him who 
is our Friend. Have we ſuch towards God? Do ween- 
tirely Truſt in him? Do our Souls lean on him, as a 
Child that is weaned of his Mother? Do we teſigne our 
ſelves, and our Affairs, abſolutely to be 1 by 
him; and think all our Concerns ſafer in his Hands, 
than in our own? and reſolve to believe every thing to 
be beſt and fitteſt for us, which he ſees beſt ſhould befal 
us? Are we ſtill under his Rod, without a Murmur? 
without Deſpondency of Mind, and. without charging 
God fooliſhly ? do we unbofom all our Secrets to him, 
and neither endeavour, nor pretend to hide anything 
that paſſeth in the depht of 7 Hearts from him? Da 


TP 


C 


— 
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we inquire of him for his Advice and Aſſiſtance in eve- 
ry thing? and hear ken to what our Lord God ſhall ſay 
to us, either by the inward Whiſpers of our Conſci- 
ences, or the outward Miniſtry of His Word, or the awa- 
kening Calls of his Providence? and give heed diligent- - 
Iy to fulfil all the leaſt Intimations of his good Pleaſure, 

= are any ways made known to us: ——Then have 
vue entted deep into, and adyanc'd far in that holy In- 

timacy which the Text recommends : O well is it with 
us! Happy are we, and ſhall we be! 1 

However; yet one thing more we lack to be perfect; 
Love, which is the fulfilling of this Law of Friendſhip, 
the ſureſt Teſt, and moſt exalted Improvement of it. 

Let us conſider, therefore, Whether we do indeed 

love tbe Lord our God, with all our Heart, and with all our 
Soul, aud with all our Mind, and with all our Strength : 
Whether our Approaches toHim are always Sweet and 
Refreſhing ; and we are uneaſie, arid impatient under 
any long diſcontinuance of our Converſation with Him; 
and retire into our Cloſet, from the Crowd, in order to 
- meet Him whom our Soul.loyeth, with a Pleaſure far 
_ exceeding Theirs, who Chant to the Sound of the Viol, and 

are joyful in the Strength of New Mine: Whether our Heart 
burns within us, at the peruſal of his Holy Word: and 


the Reliſn and Savour of it upon our Minds be ſuch, as 


that, in compariſon of it, all the moſt Exquiſite Hu- 
mane Compoſures ſeem low and mean, flat and inſipid 
to us: Whether we have an even, and ever burning 
Zeal for his Honour and Service: and are always con- 
triving ſomewhat, and doing ſomewhat to promote 
His Intereſt , without any immediate regard to our 
Own: Whether we delight to make mention of His 
Name, and to make our Boaſt in His Praiſe,. even a- 
mong thoſe who fear Him not, and know Him 
not; and to render our Goodneſs and our Deyotion. 
Exemplary, in proportion to the Vices and the Ir- 
religion of others: Finally, Whether our Love of — 
1 | Atl 


$27 


and out Complacence in the good Things of it; flache 


neſs every day, and even our Dread of Death is in ſome Þ} 


meſure vanquiſt'd ; and we do, whilſt we are contem- 
plating the Joys of another State, almoſt” defire to b 
diſſolv d, and to be with Cbriſt, and groan under thoſe 
Earthly Clogs and Bars, that incumber and obſtruct 
us in our flight towards Him, and hinder our Mind 
from exerting with freedom all its Faculties and Powers 
on the Supreme Object of its Deſires, Hopes, and En- 
deavours? When we perceive our ſelves to be, after this 
manner, rooted and grounded in Love, and to abound in 
theſe Genuine and bleſſed Fruits of it; behold! Then 
is our Spirit advanc'd to the neareſt degree of Union 
with the — Father of Spirits, of which it is capable 
on this ſide Heaven; and we are, indeed, (according 
to what is ſaid of faithful Alrabam in holy Writ ) the 
Friends of God 1 „ ee 
Thus have I ſhewn you, What it is, to acquaint our 
ſelves with God, and wherein this Acquaintance chiefly 
_ conſiſts ; to wit, in an intimate Knowledge of him, a 
frequency of Acceſs to him, a Conformity and Likeneſs 
of 2 — and Manners, an humble and implicit Re- 
liance upon Him, and an ardent Affection of Soul to- 
wards Him. I proceed now, in the Anu; 
II. Place, to conſider, How Reaſonable, Deſirable; 
and Neceſſary a thing it is, thus to aquaint our ſelves 
with God, as, on many other accounts, ſo particular- 
ly on this; Thar it is the only true Way towards at- 
taining a perfect Tranquillity and Reſt of Mind; Arquaint © 
thy ſelf with Him, AND BE AT PEACE. © 
onour, Profit, and Pleaſure, are the three great 
Idols, to which the Men of this World bow; and One, 
or all of which, is generally aimed at, in every Ha- 


man Eriendihip they make: and yet, tho” nothing can 


be more Honourable, Profitable, or Pleaſing to ue, than 

an Acquaintance with God, we ſtand off from it, and 
will not be tempted even by theſe Motives, tho ap- 
WH 5 pearing 
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pearing to us with the utmoſt Ad vantage, to embrace 
it. SITY e e Te 
Can any thing improve, and purifie, and exalt our 


| Natures more than ſuch a Converſation as this, where- 
in our Spirits, mounting on the Wings of Contem- 


plation, Faith, and Love, aſcend up to the firſt Prin- 
ciple, and Cauſe of all things, ſee, admire, and taſt 
his ſurpaſſing Excellence, and feel the Quickning-Pow- 
er and Influence of it, *cill we our ſelves, thus b o 

Face bebolding, as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, are 


changed ( gradual; and inſenſibly changed) into the ſame 


Image, from Glory to Glory, from one degree of Perfecti- 
on, and Likeneſs, to another? What an Honour is it 
to us, that God ſhould admit us into ſuch a bleſſed 


Participation of himſelf? that he ſhould give us Minds 


capable of ſuch an Intercourſe with the Supreme, U- 
niverſal Mind? and ſhall we be capable of it, with- 
out enjoying it? Taft 5 


In what Converſation can we rad our thoughts and 
time more profitably, than in this? to whom can we 
betake our ſelves, with greater Expectations to ſucceed 
in our Addreſſes > Upon whom can we rely with more 
ſecurity and confidence? Is he not our moſt munificent 
Bene factor, our Wiſeſt Counſellor, and moſt Potent 


Protector and Friend? both Able, and Willing to do 


every thing for us, that it becomes either us to ask, or 


him to grant. Are not the Bleſſings both of this World, 


and the next in his diſpoſal ? and 1s not his Favour 
and Good- will the only ſure Title that we can plead 
ro them? and ſhall we ſpend our time therefore in 
cultivating. uſeleſs and. periſhing Acquaintances here 
below, to the neglecting that which is of the waſteſt 
Concern to us, and upon which our everlaſting Wel- 
fare depends? ſhall we not rather ſay, with St. Pe- 
ger, Lord, to whom ſhall we go ? thou baſt the Words of 
Eternal Life. | 1 65 


Ol the ſweet Contentment, the Tranquillity; and 
profound reſt of Mind that he enjoys, who is a Friend of 
God, and to whom God CL therefore ] is a Friend; who 
hath gotten looſe from all meaner Purſuits, and is 
regardleſs of all lower boats that anterfere with 
his great Deſign of knowing, and loving God, and be- 
ing known, and beloy'd by him; who lives as in his 
Sight, always, looks upto him in every Step of his Con- 
duct, imitates him to the belt of his Power, believes 
him without doubt, and obeys him without relerve; 
deſires to do nothing but what is agreeable to his Will, 
and reſolves to fear nothing beyond, or beſide his diſplea- 
ſure: In a word, who hath relign'd all his Paſſions and 
appetites to himall his faculties and powers and given up 
his Soul to be poſſeſs'd by him, without a Rival. Surely 
ſuch an one hath within his Breaſt, that divine Peace which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding ; is inconceivable,by thoſe Who are 
Strangersto it, and inutrerable 8 thoſe upon whom 
it reſts. In vain doth the Scornful Voluptary aok for an 
account of it, which can never be given him; for it hath 
no Alliance with any of the Pleaſures of Senſe, in which 
he delights; nor hath he any Ideas, by which the Per- 
ception of it may be convey'd to him: It may make the 
Prophets Challenge and fay, To what will you liken me ? 
and wherewithal will you compare me? This Peace is to be 
underſtood, only by being enjoy'd; and ſuchan Acquain- 
rence with God as the Text recommends, is the only 
Means of enjoying it. But I haſten, in the 
III. Aud laſt place, to ſhew, That the moſt. proper 
Seaſon for ſuch a Religious Exerciſe of our Thoughts, 
is, when any ſore Trouble or Calamity overtakes us, 
—Acquaint thy ſelf now with bim, ſaid Elipbaz to Fob ; 
that is, now, when the wiſe diſpoſer of all things hath 4 
thought fit to pour our Affliction upon thee; then that 
Peace, or ſweet Calm and Repoſe of Mind, which the 
Text mentions, is molt needful for thee, and is always 
1 only to be had from the ſame Hand that Wenn 
THCC, 
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fore ate ever looking abroad for ſomewhat to ſupply 


e e 


At ſuch times our Soul is moſt tender and ſuſceptible 


of Religious Impreſſions, moſt apt to ſeek God, to delight 
i approaching bim, and converſing with him, and to re- 


liſh all the Pleafares and Advantages of ſuch a Spiritual 
Commerce. The kind and chief deſiga of God, in all 
his ſevereſt Diſpenſations, is, to melt and ſoften our 


Hearts to ſuch Degrees, as he finds neceſſary, in order 
to the good purpoſes of his Grace; and fo to diſpoſe and 


prepare them every way, as that they may become fit 
Manſions for his Holy Spirit to dwell in; to wean us 


gently and gradually from our Complacence in Earth- 


ly things, which we are too apt to reſt in, tho' we are 


ſure that we muſt one day part with them; to convince 


us of the Vanity of all the Satisfactions which this World 
affords, and to turn our Thoughts and Expectations to- 
wards the Joys of another. | 


We are, by Nature, Indigent Creatures, uncapable 
of our ſelves to content and ſatisfy otir ſelves; atnd there- 


our Defects and compleat our Happineſs. To this end, 
our Wills and Affection run out after every ſeeming 
Good here below; but return empty and unſatisfy d al- 


| ways from the purſuit, and therefore cannot but ſug- 
gel to us the thought, and poſſeſs us with the deſite of 


ſome higher Good, which is their only adequate object, 
and.in which alone true Joys are to be found. But we 

have the moſt feeling ſenſe and experience of this Truth, 
when the Hand of God lies heavy upon us: Then we 
plainly diſcern our own inſufficiency and weakneſs, and 
yet ſeenothing about or near us, that can afford usany 
real Relief: and therefore we fly to Him, who only 
can, who is rich in Mercies, and mighty to ſave : bot 

able and willing to ſtretch himſelf out to all our wants, 
and to fill our Emptineſs. Even they, who in their 
Proſperity forget God, do yet remember and turn to 


him when Adverſity befalsthem : They, who, whilſt 


the Courſe of things goes ſmoothly and happily on, and 


eycry Paſſion of theirs is entertain d, eyety Wilh is gat 


2 


fy'd, find no room. for Thoughts of this kind: hut are 
ſo taken up with enjoying the Bleſſings, as not to bear 
leiſure to conſider che great Auther and beſtower of 
them; even theſe. Perſons, do, in the Day of heir 
diſtreſs, take Neldge in Reflections on the Benignity | 
and Goodneſs of God; and begin then to think ot him 
with ſome kind of Pleaſure (tho allay d with deubts 
155 fears) when they can with Pleaſüre think of no- 
thing beſides him. How much mare ſhall devout and 
blameleſs Souls, which have never been Strangers ta 
theſe Conſiderations, rerreat ta them, in an Evi Heu. 
with eagerneſs, and reſt in them with the utmoſt Sarit- * 
faction and Delight? The Acquaintance, Which they 
ſtand in need of for their Support, is not now. firſt to he 
made: It has been contracted long ago, and wants one 
to be renew'd, and apply d to particular. Exigences and 
Occaſions. Happy, extremly happy are they, whe, 
55 the means of a Virtuous Temper, and a Religious 
Education, have been train'd up in this Acquaintance 
from their very Duth; that Seaton of our Age, When 
the Frindſhips we enter into a. moſt ſincere and true, 
moſt. paſſionate. and tender, moſt fixm and durable: 
whilſt our Minds were as yet untainted | with, falſe 
Principles, and vicious cuſtoms, and had not drunk in 
that Contagion from ill Company, which, indiſpoſes us 
for better, Jad. not made that Frievdſhip, with the' World, 
which is Enmity with God, Bebold, Iben was the: day 5.6 4 
Salvation, Then was the accepted Time:\ when Ged. mo 
valu'd the Offer of our Hearts, and we could give them 
up to him moſt eaſily, and moſt intirely. And when 
once we have thus early, and throughly devouted ur 
ſelves to God, there ate no Trials of our Virtus and 
Courage ſo ſharp, no Evils ſo great, but that we can 
ſuſtain and bear them: for God is our hope and Streng 4 
very preſent Help in Time of Trouble: and, therefore, we 
reſort to Him, on ſuch Occaſions, - with the utmoſt 
Readineſs and Confidence, even as a Son doth. to a be- 
loved and loying Parent, or a Friend to the Friend of Le | 
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He carreth for us. oth | 
I have ſet God always hefore me ( fays good David:) He 
8s on my right hand, therefore I ſhalt not fal. And, having 
ſet God always before him, what wonder is it, if he 


found the ſpecial advantage of ſuch a practiſe, in the 


time of his ſufferings and Sorrows ? And, therefore, 


thus, in another Place, profeſſes of himſelf, M bes 7 


a in beavineſi, I will think upon God? 
No Man had ever {tudy'd the ſeveral Arts of Holy 
Living, with greater care than he, no Man had more 


diligently practis'd them: his vas 3+ Was I 25 of 
if Day ana Night. He 


God; and in That did be exerciſe himſ 
took beed to his Feet and order d all his Steps aright, that he 
might run the way of God's Commandments. And what, at 
laft, was the great Expedient he pitch'd upon to ſecure 
himſelf in a Regular and Uniform Courſe of Virtue? 
even this. To ſet God always before himſelf ,, to watch 
"early and late, to remember him on his Bed, and to think on 
im when be was waking. He was the Man after God's 
on Heart; and this was the chief Method by which he 
became fo : It was This that enabled him to fulfil the 
Publick Character of a Religious, Juſt, and Merciful 
Prince, and a Father of his People; and that aw'd him 
in his Retirements, when the Eyes of men were far 
from him: It was this that gave life, and Wings to his 
Devotions; that carry'd him through various diffi- 
culties and Temptations; that ſupported him under all 
his Troubles and Aſliction..— When I am in Ne, 


(faid he) I will think upon God; when my Heart is vexed, 


1 will complain to him. | F 
He might have thought on many other Thing, 


which are uſually look'd upon as Reliefs to afflicte 
Minds: he might have endeavour'd to raiſe himſelf 
by reflecting on the happy Circumſtanccs of his Royal 


State, on his Power; and Wealth, and Worldly 


Splendor; on the Love and Reverence that was paid 
him by his Subjects, on bis Fame, that was gone out into 
beth ts, Ol on * 


Boſom, cafting all aur Care upon Him, as knowing that 


1 r 


Faun 


Ka. ao wo ons —_ OT" > Org rennen. 


all Lands, and on the feard of him that was fallen u alt” © 
Nations; on his potent and numerous Alliences, his 
Signal Succeſſes and Triumphs. But he renounces all {1 
theſe weak inſufficient Supports, and betakes himſelt- 
to That, which was worth them all, and which alone 
could Adminiſter true Comfort to him. When I 
heavineſs, I will think upon God. nen 


And how can the pious Sons and daughters of Affli- 
ct ion better emply themſelves, than in looking up to 
him that hath bruiſed them, and poſſeſſing theit Souls 
in Patience, under the ſame Thoug t, with which this 
good Prince quieted his griefs, becanſe it 1 Tby band, and 
Thou, Lord, haſt done it? What comfort and Compoſed- 
neſs of Mind muſt it afford em, to conſider, that theſe. 
are the Chaſtiſements of a kind Father, who mean 
them for our good, and doth not willingly afflith, or grieve 
the Children of Men, but even in bit Wrath thinketh upon. 
Mercy: and will with the Temptation alſo make a way to: 
eſcape, that we may be able to bear it 
= us imitate the Pattern, which this Royal Sufferer 
| hath ſer us: Let us follow this Excellent guide; by lay- 
ing hold of the Remedy, which he found ſo ſuccesful, 
in the day of Viſitation. Let us, throughout the whole: 
Courſe of our Lives, take care to make the Thoughts 
of God, ſo preſent, Familiar, and comfortable to us 
here, that we may not be afraid of appearing Face to 
Face before him hereafter. Let us ſo inure our Minds 
to thoſe faint Views of him, which we can attain to in 
this Life, that we may be found whorty to be admitted 
into the Bleſſed Viſion of him in the next, when in bis 


preſence there will be fulneſs of Joy, and at | his Right band 


Phaſures for cb rs. * 
Jo Him, Fat ber, Son, and boly Ghoſt, Three Perſons, aud 
one God, be aſcrib d by Ui, and all Aten, alt Poſſible 
Adoration and Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 
Now, and for vermore. Amen. 
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